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AL MEZAN CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Israel Facilitates the Looting of Humanitarian Aid and Fuels Hunger and Chaos as Part of its
Ongoing Genocide in Gaza

Gaza, 14 June 2025 — The alarming escalation of aid looting in Gaza throughout May and early June 2025
reflects not only the deteriorating humanitarian conditions but also a systematic Israeli policy that
weaponizes starvation, deprivation, and chaos to further its genocidal campaign. This policy, rooted in the
ongoing siege, and accompanied by deliberate disruption of the system of distributing aid in coordination
with UN agencies, and targeting of local security networks, has triggered a total collapse of humanitarian
and security structures, leaving over two million Palestinians in Gaza at risk of death from starvation.

On 19 May 2025, after nearly 80 consecutive days of a total siege on Gaza — including a ban on food,
medicine, and fuel — Israeli authorities temporarily allowed the United Nations to bring in a limited amount
of aid. This partial access was granted while preparations were underway for the launch of the newly
introduced U.S.-Israeli aid distribution system.

Despite this minimal opening, the aid remains highly vulnerable to looting by armed groups due to the
absence of protected corridors and effective distribution oversight. Convoys are frequently ambushed,
supplies seized, and warehouses belonging to UN agencies, including UNRWA and the World Food
Programme (WFP), stormed either by armed groups or desperate civilians. These incidents have severely
disrupted humanitarian operations and resulted in the injury and death of individuals attempting to access
life-saving aid.

While Israel has allowed in some flour and medical supplies, it continues to ban other critical items such as
fuel, cooking gas, shelter materials, and hygiene products. Additionally, flour is distributed solely through
bakeries, with families denied direct access.

Although the UN has developed a comprehensive aid mechanism — established under Security Council
Resolution 2720 and subject to multiple layers of screening, tracking, and logistical coordination — Israel
continues to obstruct its implementation. Aid convoys face prolonged delays and movement limitations
imposed by Israeli authorities. According to a statement by the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) on 28 May 2025, of the 900 aid trucks requested around that time, just over
500 were unloaded on the Israeli side, but only 200 reached the Palestinian side due to Israeli-imposed
access restrictions and security concerns.




The Israeli military dictates the routes that aid trucks must follow, unilaterally selecting paths that run
through overcrowded and high-risk areas heavily populated by displaced families. These include the coastal
road west of Rafah, which cuts through western Khan Younis, the Salah al-Din Road running through the
densely populated center of Khan Younis, and the route through the Netzarim corridor in central Gaza,
extending along Al-Rashid Street toward Al-Nuseirat Camp. Drivers are instructed to move slowly through
these congested zones, further increasing the risk of looting and attacks.

The ongoing, man-made starvation in Gaza has been further exacerbated by severe Israeli-imposed
restrictions — both on the number of aid trucks allowed to enter and on the routes that drivers are forced to
take through overcrowded, high-risk areas. These restrictions have created dangerous bottlenecks and
heightened tensions on the ground, resulting in a sharp increase in incidents of looting and hijacking. In
many cases, starving civilians swarm the trucks in desperation; in others, armed groups intercept convoys
and seize their contents at gunpoint.

Jonathan Whittall, Head of OCHA in the occupied Palestinian territory, confirmed the severity of the
situation: “The situation has never been as bad as it is today.” He explained that the limited amount of aid
entering Gaza is far from sufficient and that humanitarian partners face “unacceptable restrictions on aid
delivery”.

According to reports by international agencies and humanitarian sources, multiple incidents of aid looting
were recorded during the transfer of supplies from the Karem Abu Salem crossing into southern Gaza,
particularly in the Deir al-Balah area:

27 May 2025: Crowds seized food supplies directly from trucks in Deir al-Balah Governorate.

28 May 2025: Civilians stormed a WFP aid warehouse in Deir al-Balah and emptied its contents.
30 May 2025: An armed group attacked warehouses belonging to a field hospital in Deir al-Balah,
looting large quantities of medical equipment, medicine, and nutritional supplements intended for
malnourished children.

e 31 May 2025: According to the WEP, 77 trucks loaded with flour were stopped and looted by
desperate civilians while en route through southern and central Gaza. The WFP noted that the food
was taken “mainly by hungry people trying to feed their families”, after 80 days of total blockade
and worsening famine conditions.

e 4 June 2025: According to the Special Transport Association armed groups intercepted an aid

convoy of around 50 trucks carrying food and relief supplies in Deir al-Balah, in Middle Area
Governorate. One truck driver was killed, and several others were injured.
e The attacks on truck drivers and vehicles have resulted in the damage of 212 trucks, the death of

one driver, and injuries to 80 others.

Looted supplies — including flour, water, and medicine — now flow into Gaza’s markets at unaffordable
prices. A single 25-kg bag of flour sells for $500. These thefts are not merely spontaneous acts driven by
desperation or hunger. Rather, they reflect a systematic pattern of organized looting that has turned
humanitarian aid into a tool of economic exploitation and coercion. This state of lawlessness and
exploitation is not incidental — it is a direct consequence of Israel’s deliberate policies, which have
engineered chaos and dismantled any structure capable of ensuring fair and secure aid distribution. Through




these practices, Israel deepens civilian suffering and denies the population access to even the most basic
necessities.

Israeli forces have repeatedly targeted individuals responsible for securing aid convoys, including members
of the civil police and local community protection committees. On 23 May 2025, drone strikes killed six
aid security personnel at the entrance to Deir al-Balah in central Gaza. Just days later, on 29 May, five more
were killed at the Al-Saraya junction in central Gaza City while attempting to protect aid convoys from
looters. Despite possessing advanced surveillance technologies capable of identifying armed actors, Israeli
forces have consistently ignored the looters operating openly — often in daylight and visibly armed. Instead,
they have continued to target civilian protection teams, unarmed civilians, and humanitarian workers.

These actions point to complicity — if not active facilitation — by Israeli forces in the looting of humanitarian
aid. They reflect a calculated strategy aimed at enabling the theft of assistance as part of a broader policy
to sow chaos, deepen starvation, and deprive Gaza’s population of even the most basic means of survival.

The Israeli-imposed siege, obstruction of humanitarian aid, targeting of local aid protection teams, and the
apparent protection of armed gangs looting relief supplies have collectively fostered an environment of
chaos and desperation. These conditions have driven civilians to gather at the newly introduced U.S.-Israeli
aid distribution points. Despite being portrayed as humanitarian access sites, these locations have been
engineered into death traps, where Israeli forces have repeatedly targeted and killed civilians seeking aid.
This is part of a deliberate strategy of starvation and humiliation — designed to degrade human dignity and
exploit the population’s urgent needs and extreme vulnerability.

This militarized aid distribution system — established under the supervision of the Israeli military and the
United States — functions through key locations, including the Al-Alam area in Rafah and the Netzarim
corridor in central Gaza. Civilians are instructed to approach these sites to receive aid. Driven by extreme
starvation, tens of thousands make the journey, only to be met with lethal force. Upon arrival, they are
targeted by military vehicles, drones, and naval warships — resulting in dozens of deaths and injuries.

Reports from health authorities and humanitarian sources indicate a disturbing pattern of repeated attacks
on civilians at U.S.-Israeli aid distribution points in Gaza. The following incidents, primarily documented
by the Palestinian Ministry of Health and corroborated by local media, illustrate the deadly consequences
of the current aid delivery mechanism:

e 27 May 2025: Three civilians were killed and 46 injured while attempting to access aid at the U.S.-
Israeli distribution point in Rafah.

e 28 May 2025: Thousands of Palestinians gathered at the U.S.-Israeli aid center in the Al-Alam area,
west of Rafah in southern Gaza. Israeli forces opened fire on the crowd, killing 10 civilians and
wounding 62 others.

e | June 2025: Israeli forces carried out a massacre at U.S.-Israeli aid distribution points in the Al-
Alam area of Rafah and the Netzarim corridor in central Gaza, killing 36 civilians and injuring
over 232 others. Among the injured, five remain in a state of clinical death and 30 are in critical
condition. Several individuals remain missing. The attack involved direct, deliberate gunfire on
starving civilians gathered in search of food.

e 2 June 2025: 26 more civilians were killed and 62 injured under similar circumstances in Rafah.




e 3 June 2025: Israeli forces repeated the deadly assault near the U.S.-Israeli aid center in Rafah,
killing 27 civilians and wounding more than 90 others.
e 6 June 2025: Eight civilians were killed and 61 injured in Rafah.

According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health, as of 10 June 2025, the total death toll around these
distribution points has reached 163, with 1,495 injured.

In a related statement, the Head of OCHA OPT emphasized that the newly imposed aid distribution
mechanism is not simply about regulating supplies — it is deliberately entrenching deprivation.

Amjad Mahmoud, 29, from southern Gaza, shared the following with Al Mezan about the Israeli
attack on 1 June 2025:

“We arrived at the aid distribution point in Al-Mawasi, Rafah, around 02:00 a.m., and sat on the
ground, waiting for the distribution to start at 06:00 a.m. A quadcopter hovered overhead,
announcing through a loudspeaker that there would be no distribution that day. Still, the crowd,
desperate with hunger, surged forward. Then tanks opened fire, and the drones circled above. By
04:00 a.m., the shooting intensified. We dropped to the ground as people screamed, saying there
were injuries and deaths. I saw a woman next to me get shot and die instantly. I crawled with others
toward the beach, trying to survive.”

The facts on the ground clearly demonstrate that Israel’s policies in Gaza — including the tightened siege,
the deliberate targeting of aid protection teams, and the systematic tolerance of armed gangs looting relief
supplies — have culminated in the collapse of the humanitarian system. The inhumane U.S.-Israeli
distribution mechanism was not designed to ensure the safe delivery of aid, but rather to use humanitarian
assistance as a tool of political coercion and a trap to increase civilian casualties. These actions have fueled
chaos, deepened the humanitarian crisis, and forced civilians into hunger, indignity, and desperation.

These practices must be understood within the broader framework of genocide, executed through multiple
means — including the use of starvation as a weapon, systematic attacks on civilian infrastructure, and the
weaponization of humanitarian need to subjugate and humiliate. The spread of lawlessness, the unchecked
looting of aid under Israeli observation, the resale of stolen aid in local markets, and the repeated mass
killings of civilians waiting for relief are not isolated incidents. Rather, they represent the intended outcome
of a military and political strategy that targets civilians and seeks to create an uninhabitable environment in
Gaza.

Al Mezan strongly condemns the Israeli military’s protection of looters, its targeting of aid protection teams,
and its deliberate use of starvation and chaos to further oppress civilians. Al Mezan further rejects and
condemns the obstruction of humanitarian relief, the militarization of aid distribution, and the use of
starvation as a method of warfare — practices that deepen Palestinian suffering, degrade human dignity, and
expose people to death and injury amid insufficient and unfairly distributed aid.

We call on the international community to urgently act to end the genocide, ensure the unrestricted and safe
entry of humanitarian aid, restore the central role of UN agencies in aid distribution, and pressure Israel to




immediately cease all attacks on civilians, particularly those awaiting humanitarian assistance. We further
demand the suspension of the inhumane U.S.-Israeli aid distribution mechanism and the lifting of the full
siege on Gaza, which constitutes a form of collective punishment prohibited under international law. Only
through these steps can safe, regular, and dignified access to humanitarian assistance be guaranteed.




