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PRESS RELEASE

Issam Younis from Gaza Wins Weimar Human Rights Award

The Weimar city council decided unanimously during its session on 9 July 2008 to grant the 

Weimar Human Rights Award for 2008 to Mr. Issam Younis, co-founder and director of Al Me-

zan Center in Gaza. Günter Nooke, the Federal Government Commissioner for Human Rights 

Policy and Humanitarian Aid and member of the Christian Democratic Party had proposed the 

nomination of Mr. Younis for the Award in appreciation of his contribution and efforts in defen-

ding and protecting principles of human rights without any discrimination or  partisanship. Al 

Mezan, an arabic word which literally means the scale,  is the symbol of justice. Al Mezan is a 

Palestinian non-governmental non-partisan organization, was founded in 1999  in Jabalya refu-

gee camp, but the main office is currently based in Gaza city. Mr. Younis, who is one of the co-

founders of the center, is considered the major driving force behind the success of the mission of 

the center. Due to his engagement and great efforts in defending and promoting rights and 

disclosing human rights violations, Mr. Younis is often facing serious challenges under the pre-

vailing conditions in Gaza. The center also provides legal aid and advocacy  by representing pri-

soners held in Israeli and Palestinian prisons and convening training courses for targeted groups 

whose life is jeopardized, such as lawyers, teachers, journalists and students. The center which 

works under extremely difficult conditions, does not limit its activities to disclosing and docu-

menting human rights violations, but it also strives to provide aid and support for victims. In this 

respect, the center gives a glimmer of hope in light of the miserable situation which the residents 

of the Gaza Strip encounter. 

Background information: 

Since 1995 the City of Weimar has conferred a yearly Human Rights Award on 10 December, the day 

marking the Universal Human Rights Day, to honour advocates and defenders of human rights. Mr. You-

nis will receive the award on 10 December 2008 in Germany. The award is endowed with prize money of 

2500 Euros and a work of art donated by the University of Weimar. 



Issam Younis in short: Issam Younis was born in 1964, married, father of four. In 1989  he received his  

BA degree in sociology from Birzeit University and in 1994 he received his MA degree in Theory and 

Practice of Human Rights from Essex University in England. 

For further information contact: 

Philip Holzapfel German Representative Office Ramallah, Tel 02-2977 630, E-mail: philip.hol-
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